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Pastor’s Christmas Letter 

My Dear Friends,  

Merry Christmas to all on this holy feast of Christmas 

Our 2nd Christmas in our new church 

Our gratitude continues to those who made our church a reality 

 

Please note there will not be daily Mass on December 26 and 27.  Our campus is closed those days.  We will have 

daily Mass Friday December 28. 

 

May God bless all those who helped to prepare for our Christmas Masses.  We are grateful for their efforts to serve 

our parish and serve those who attend the Masses.   

      

         Father Donald Staib 

         



Christmas Masses 

Gathering:              Communion: 

        O Come, All Ye Faithful - 96                                                                              O Little Town of Bethlehem – 91 

                        Angels We have Heard on High – 97 

                  Silent Night – 80  

                                                                                                                           The First Noel – 110  

Psalm Refrain:                  

    Christmas Eve – Forever I will sing, the goodness of the Lord. 

    Christmas Day – All the ends of the earth, have seen the power of God.   

 

Preparation:              Sending Forth: 

    Away in the Manger – 94                            Joy to the World  – 84 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Gathering:            Communion: 

        Emmanuel – 56                                                                                         The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came – 42 

                      Holy Is His Name – 696 

                Hail Mary, Gentle Woman – 705  

Psalm Refrain:                  

    Lord make us turn to you, show your face we shall be saved. 

 

Preparation:             Sending Forth: 

    Lo, How A Rose ’Ere Blooming – 82            People Look East – 40  

 

Mass Intentions 

Dec 22—5pm—Mr. & Mrs. William Compitello—Compitello Family 

Dec 23—9am—Parishioners of StMM 

Dec 23—10:45am—Gregory Hichson—Chatten Family 

Dec 28—8:15am—Tracey Lynn Santori-Hrabak—Santori Family 

 

PARISH CONTACTS 

Pastor—Father Donald Staib,—919-387-3648, donfs22@aol.com 
Deacon—Joseph LaPierre, 919 -219-5217,  deaconjoe1931@gmail.com 

School Principal—Bob Cadran, 919-657-4800 ext. 7294, bcadran@stmm.me 
Parish Office—Deb Prewitt,919-657-4800 ext. 7281, prewitt@stmm.net  

Parish Bookkeeper—Ann Cadran, 919-657-4800 ext. 7282, acadran@stmm.net 



Searching for Bethlehem in the Soul - Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

 

Almost everything about Christmas, from its deep real meaning to the piety and even (ironically) the com-

mercialism we surround it with, invites us to be a child again. 

 

But that’s not easy. To be an adult is precisely to be experienced, complex, wounded. To be an adult is to 

have lost one’s innocence. None of us, unless we die very young, carries the dignity of our person and of 

our baptism unstained through life. 

 

We fall, we compromise, we sin, we get hurt, we hurt others, and mostly we grow ever more pathologically 

complex, with layer after layer of emotional and intellectual complexity separating us from the little child who 

once waited for Christmas in innocence and joyful anticipation. And that can be painful. 

 

Sometimes, if we’re sensitive, the innocence of children can be like the stab of knife to the soul, making us 

feel as if we’ve fallen from ourselves. But, in the end, that’s an unhealthy over-idealization. We’re not meant 

to be children forever and innocence will always be lost. 

 

Sometimes, more positively, we get to experience our old innocence and youthful wonder vicariously in the 

eyes of our own children, in their joyful anticipation and gleeful celebration of Christmas. Their belief in San-

ta and the wonder in their eyes as they look at the baby-Jesus in the crib help us find a certain softness in-

side again; not at the same place where we once felt things when we were children and still believed in San-

ta (because that would only bring the painful stab of nostalgia) but at a new place, a place beyond where we 

defined ourselves as grown-up (because that’s the place where wisdom is born). 

 

That’s also the place where Jesus is born. That’s Bethlehem in the soul. 

 



 
There are no RCIA sessions on December 24 & 31.  The next ses-
sion is January 7th from 7:30—8:30 pm in Church Room 4.   Topic:  
Salvation & Jesus.  Questions please contact rcia@stmm.net. 
 

We are celebrating Advent at Children's Liturgy of the 
Word (CLOW). Please be sure you have registered 
your child(ren) to participate. To register, please send 
an email to our ministry at stmmclow@gmail.com, as 
all parents will need to use the online sign-up to serve 
as parent assistant or C-Level leader throughout the 

year. This co-op ministry is geared for children ages 3 years to first 
grade, guiding them through a portion of the Mass in a prayerful, kid-
centered way. Thank you for helping to make this ministry flourish!   
 

Do you love weddings? Would you like to become a mem-
ber of the Wedding Ministry? A training for new wedding 
ministry volunteers and existing volunteers looking for a 
refresher will be held on Saturday Feb 9th at 10am. The 
session will cover volunteer responsibilities during the 

rehearsal and ceremony as well as information about becoming a 
Mentor Couple. If you are interested in joining this fun and rewarding 
ministry, sign up by sending an e-mail to weddings@stmm.net. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament/Eucharistic 
Adoration—StMM has Adoration available every Fri-
day in the Chapel after daily Mass.  On the First Friday 
of each month Adoration begins after daily Mass and 
ends at 7pm.  Join us on Jan 4th.  This requires that 

we have many people committed to praying in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament throughout the day.  We always need more people for this 
ministry!  Please consider committing 1 hour each month.  Take ad-
vantage of these opportunities to spend time with the Lord.  If you 
would like to participate contact Anita Becker at 919-642-0441 or 

AlAnitaBecker@aol.com. 

The CSO (Catholic Senior Organization for men and 
women 60+) meets every third Monday of the month, 
September through May.  Our next meeting will take 
place Monday, Jan 21,  9:30 – 11am, in Church meet-
ing room #1.  For more information, please contact 

Miriam Moore, miriamdel79@yahoo.com, 919-387-8676 or Fran 

Hughes, gmomfran@gmail.com. 

All Religious Education & Youth Ministry Program 
Families—All our elementary programs and youth 
ministry programs are closed for the Christmas holi-
days.  All programs resume on Sunday, January 6th. 

Thank you to everyone who so generously participated in our Angel 
Tree event & the Brown Bag Ministry collection last Sunday!  Wishing 
everyone a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

Family Promise – StMM Supporting Homeless Families 
- StMM will support Family Promise by volunteering 
time and donating items to homeless families that will 
be housed at St. Andrew Jan 20-26. Please stop by 

tables in the lobby the first weekend of Jan (Jan 5-6) to select your 
volunteer activity or item for donation.    We could not do this without 
you, and need many volunteers for each day and night.  Family 
Promise is a county-wide program that provides support to pre-
screened homeless families as they transition into permanent hous-
ing.  http://www.familypromisewake.org/.  Reminder: All donations 
are dropped off at St. Andrew.  Please contact Mary Wire 
at mbwire@gmail.com or 919-749-8932 with questions. 
 

St. Mary Magdalene School is now accepting applica-
tions for all grades.  In addition to grades K-8 we also 
offer full-day and half-day preschool for children that are 
3 and 4.  We offer a loving environment with teacher 
assistants in the classrooms through grade 3, a full arts 

program including band and drama, textbooks in all subjects, and 
very low staff turnover.  Financial assistance is available to registered 
parishioners that have demonstrated their stewardship to the par-
ish.  We also participate in the NC Opportunity Scholarship and Disa-
bility Grant programs.  Email now to set up a time to visit the 
school:  admissions@stmm.net or check out our website 

at www.stmm.net.  We look forward to meeting your family! 

Stock Donations Before Year's End? If you are consider-
ing a tax deductible stock donation before the end of 2018 
the process is easy.  Go to  http://dioceseofraleigh.org/
give and download the stock donation form. A contact per-
son is listed on the form should you have questions.  All 

stock donations are processed through the Diocese of Raleigh and 
proceeds are forwarded to the parish. 
 
Online Giving – Give instantly via our website.  And don’t forget, 
you can go to our website, www.stmm.church , click on GIVING and 
then on DONATE TO StMM.   Direct your gift to a specific fund - 
Offertory, Debt Reduction, ASP Mission, In Memory or other.  Your 
donations are tax deductible. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS – Upcoming Events- 

Tuesday, Dec. 25th, we will serve meals at Men’s Home-

less Shelter (5:15-6:30pm) and Sunday, Jan. 13th, we 

will have the Sunday Breakfast after the 9am & 10:45am Masses.  

Visit our website:  http://kofc7186.org 

 
Parish Athletics—Spring Soccer, T-Ball (Machine Pitch) 
& Lacrosse (Softcrosse) registration is now open.  Go to 
www.parishathletics.org to register. 
 

Now is the perfect time to become a registered parishioner of St. 
Mary Magdalene!   You can pick up a parish registration form in the 
Narthex or email info@stmm.net and registration form will be emailed 
to you.  The easiest way to return the form is to drop it in the collec-
tion basket when you come for Mass.  Once you are registered you 
will receive a Welcome Packet in the mail and will be added to the 
Email Distribution list to receive our ‘almost’ every week E-News!   
 

 

Today’s AnnouncementsToday’s Announcements 

                      RCIA RCIA  



Christmas Flower Offering 

In Memory Of: 

 
Joel Trahan and Mr. & Mrs. Charles Atteberry – 

The Mark Chapman Family 

Dave Fenwick & Arlene Sista & Roberta Fenwick – 

Caroline & Dave Anderson & Family 

Pat Morgan and Tom & Joyce Vaden – 

Phillip & Jennifer Morgan 

Family & Friends – The Westberg Family 

Pat Kelly and Kay & Ed Balkin – Margaret C. Kelly 

Barbara Schiff – Matt, Ed, and Danny Schiff 

Jane Esther Karl – The Coulmas Family 

Keith Chism – Laura Chism 

Dolores & George Skalski – Thomas & Joyce Blum 

Margaret & Kenneth Blum – Thomas & Joyce Blum 

 Deceased Members of the Letourneau & Novak Families – 

The Novak Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Brugson and Mr. & Mrs. Salvatore Jiampetti – 

Ms. Gina Jiampetti & Family 

Anthony Do & Maria Nguyen – Lan Do 

John & Mary Alice Greenwell –  

Boyd & Charlene Poisel 

Joseph Ang & Louis Lee – Leo Ang & Family 

Claire McAllister & Kristin Benedict –  

The Farry Family 

Dela Rosa Family & Friends –  

Anna & Rafael Dela Rosa 

Alma & Michael Fiorito and Margaret  & Dominick Venuti –  

Mr. & Mrs. Dominick Venuti 

Harriet Haney & Josephine Strednak –  

Kathy & Scott Strednak 

Art & Alberta Ballquck and Herbert & Emelia Winterscheidt – 

John & Susan Winterscheidt 

Nancy Coulmas – The Coulmas Family 

Joan and Charlie Lindaman & Barbara Rappl & John Castro – 

Kelly Rappl 

Elizabeth M. Coffey – Mary, Alex, & Andrew Miskimon 

Joseph A. Godio & Robert Becker, Sr. –  

Bob & Amanda Becker 

Deceased Members of the Powers and Cadran Families – 

Ann & Bob Cadran 

Rose, Louis, & Jennie Calla – Theresa Gibson 

Peter Carfagno – Danielle Gucwa 

Marian Baker & Elaine Clark 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Fisher – Jack & Linda Hergenroeder 

 

 

Mr. & Mrs. John Hergenroeder, Sr. – 

Jack & Linda Hergenroeder 

Family Members of the Zadell Family –  

Zadell Family 

Cheryl Homistek & Harry Wilson – 

Lesley & Steve Wilson 

Bennie Lynch – The Lynch Family 

Patrick Murray – The West Family 

Frank & Carmela Ditaranto and Vito & Rose Civitano – 

Donna & Angelo Ditaranto 

Deceased Family Members – The Curliss Family 

DelPazzo & Zane Families – Lucille Zane 

Gerard A. O’Hare – Megan O. Delaney 

Douglas Rice – Linda Rice 

Brijette Chenet – The West Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Rogers – Anthony & Susan Rogers 

George Hager – Bonnie & Edmund Estes 

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Steele – Anthony & Susan Rogers 

Delgado & Garcia Families – Diana Delgado 

Marion & Leona Ford and Harry L. Cochrane, Sr. – 

Aurelia Cochrane 

Donald R. Rice – The Rice Family 

Harry L. Cochrane – The Rice Family 

Larry Rickard and Mary & Allen Conroe – 

Emily Rickard 

Anetrella & Duttner Family – 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Anetrella 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Crochi and Mrs. Lucy Carosella – 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Sweeney 

Francis I. Myer – The Myer Family 

William L. Hicks – The Hicks Family 

Peter & Mary Rusello – Paul & Karen Rusello 

The Parker & Damron Family – 

William & Susan Parker 

George Allen – Alice Allen 

Velma, Arnold, & Joseph Rettammel – 

The Rettammel Family 

Roland & Catherine Dattner –  

Celeste & Brian Usischon 

Thomas Usischon & Andrew Usischon –  

Celeste & Brian Usischon 

 

 

 

 



David Volz & Valerie Terwey –  

David & Suzanne Terwey 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Sweeney and Kevin P. Sweeney – 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Sweeney 

Joseph & Anna Cascone – Gene Cascone 

John & Rita Burns – Colleen Reese 

The Smith & Fitzgerald Families – 

Bill & Mary Fitzgerald 

William Perruccio – Brian & Jennifer Perruccio 

Mr. Frank Sacco – The Calla Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Calla – The Calla Family 

 

 

 

 

In Gratitude: 

 
Patty & Clyde Hare 

Mike Wray 

Dave & Jane Garbarz 

Annonymous 

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Will 

 

 

  

 



 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:  
     Suzanne Ehrenzeller, 919-961-5092,  sme@nc.rr.com 
     Anita Becker, 919-642-0441, ALANITABECKER@aol.com 
Adult Faith Formation 
     Ronda Watts, 919-387-7818, rondatroywatts@gmail.com 
Altar Linens 
     Christine Agius, 919-303-5803, ceagius@gmail.com 
Altar Servers 
    Andree Genez, 919-677-1776, stmmaltarservers@gmail.com  
Boy Scouts 
    Chris Vardis—cvardis11@gmail.com  
Bulletin Advertising 
    Kate Bartos, Advertising Works, 919-906-1688 
    info@My-Ad-Works.com 
Catholic Senior Organization (CSO) 
    Miriam Moore, 919-387-8676, miriamdel79@yahoo.com  
    Fran Hughes, gmomfran@gmail.com 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd:  
    Shana Zambone, 919-657-4800 ext. 7307,   
    zambone@stmm.net 
Children's Liturgy of the Word 

    Kelley Evenson, 919-280-9328, Kelley.evenson@gmail.com 
Chrysalis (Marriage Enrichment) 
    Kelley & Ryan Evenson, 919-280-9328,  
    stmmchrysalis@gmail.com  
Counseling Services  
    Catholic Social Ministries -Sister Anne Heath, 919-388-3065 
Cub Scout Pack 224 
    Michael Barnhart, cubmaster@apexpack224.org  
Daytime Bible Study 
     Laurie Wendt, 919-303-5433, lauriewendt@gmail.com  
Extraordinary Ministers:  
    5pm Mass - Susan Grant,  gs757@bellsouth.net 
    9am Mass - Suzanne Ehrenzeller, sme@nc.rr.com 
    10:45am Mass - Lisa Westberg,  
                               lisa.westberg@duke-energy.com 
Extraordinary Ministers to the Sick  
    Dennis & Diane Zazem, 449-6198, denniszazem@yahoo.com,  
    Jim Schultz, 919-649-0194, jbschultz@bellsouth.net 
Friday Morning Men’s Faith Formation  
     Paul Mastropolo, 919-387-0574, pmastropolo@hotmail.com 
The Gabriel Project 
     Kristin Drake, 843-714-5563, kmdrake4@gmail.com 
Girl Scouts  
    Julie Cade, cade@stmm.net,  
Greeters 

     Markus Schneider, 919-335-3316, stmm.greeters@gmail.com  
 
 
 

 
Helping Hands Committee 
    Susan Grant, gs757@bellsouth.net 
    Kathy Barnack, 919-363-1948, kbarnack@nc.rr.com 
Habitat for Humanity 

    Terry Loding, 919-376-6714, stmmhabitat@gmail.com 
Knights of Columbus 

    Tom Blum,  gkkofc7186@gmail.com   
Lectors 
    Mark Iasiello,  919-363-7631, miasello@nc.rr.com  
Liturgical Environment 
    Joan Keary, 919-463-0024, dowjoanes22@gmail.com 
Marriage Ministry Wedding Team 
    Pam Andrejko, Amy Fisher, weddings@stmm.net 
Men's Bible Group 
     Mike Barnack, 919-363-1948, stm4@nc.rr.com 
Music Director 
     Kristin Wagner, 919-636-0114, stmm.music@gmail.com 
Newcomers Orientation Committee  
     Anita Becker, 919-642-0441, alanitabecker@aol.com 
Our Lady of the Rosary Makers 
      Heather Hunkele, 919-303-0015, Hunkele@nc.rr.com 
Parish Athletics 
     Anthony Reese, 919-859-2671, areese@stmm.net 
     www.parishathleticsnc.org 
Parish Council Chair 
      Steve Dudzinski, 919-909-5115, parishcouncil@stmm.net  
Parishioner Assistance Program (Help for People in Need)  
      Jim Wall, 919-367-0089, Jim_Wall@rocketmail.com  
Prayer Line 
      Miriam Beck, 919-924-1413, miriambeck24@gmail.com 
Respect Life Committee 
      Nicol Frewerd, 919-819-7812, nicol.frewerd@gmail.com   
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
      Celeste Usischon, 919-657-4800, ext. 7280,  
      rcia@stmm.net 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
     Bertha Smith, 919-657-4800 ext. 7301, bsmith@stmm.net  
Ushers 
     5pm Mass—Mike Barnack, barnack@nc.rr.com 
     9am Mass—Bertha Smith, bsmith@stmm.net 
     10:45am Mass—Don McKee,  d_mckee@live.com 
Vocation Awareness Program 
     Chris & Megan Brinkley, 919-215-2516,                                                    
     m.brinkley@hotmail.com 
Welcome Committee Dinners:  
     Christine Agius, 919-303-5803, Moira Newns, 919-244-7865 
Women's Evening Bible Study 
      Moira Newns, 919-244-7865, moiran2013@gmail.com   
 

Parish Contacts 

Parish Mission Statement 
 

We, the Parish of St. Mary Magdalene in Apex, North Carolina, 
Believe in the constant love of God made known to us through the words and actions of Jesus. 

We are a warm and welcoming community of faith in Christ and the Catholic Church. 
We are committed to the religious and academic education of our families as a foundation  

for spiritual growth and to bring us into a closer relationship with God. 
Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we seek to provide meaningful liturgies,  stimulating faith formation,  

And a broad range of social ministries for the growth of one another and of service to our greater community. 




